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Background:  It has already been reported that presence of critical limb ischemia (CLI) associated with high mortality and morbidity. However, 
predictors of survival in patients with CLI remain unclear.
Methods:  This study was multicenter retrospective observational study of prospective maintained database. From April 2004 to September 2010, 
total of 261 patients (296 limbs) with CLI who underwent balloon angioplasty for BK disease alone were enrolled. Outcome measure was all-cause 
mortality.
Results:  Median follow-up period was 376 days. Sixty-eight percent were male, 67% had diabetes, 63% underwent hemodialysis, 54% had 
coronary artery disease, and 31% were with anemia (defined as hemoglobin <10.0g/dl). Mean ankle-brachial index before initial procedure was 
0.79 ± 0.26. Rutherford class IV was found in 57 limbs, V in 186 limbs and VI in 53 limbs. Procedure success rate was 92%. All-cause death was 
accounted for 32.7%, Limb salvage rate was 83.8% during the follow-up. Multivariate logistic regression analysis was performed to determine 
predictors of late mortality. Anemia, presence of CAD, less than 0.9 of ABI before procedure, and Rutherford class were independent predictors of 
all-cause death.
Conclusions:  In patients with CLI, anemia, presence of CAD, abnormal ABI, and Rutherford class were the independent predictors of late mortality. 
